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6 July 1995

Washington, DC

EXTENSION OF HEALTH CARE TO VETERANS EXPOSED TO AGENT ORANGE. The
House has passed a bill, H R 1565, to extend until the end of 1997 health care benefits for Vietnam
War veterans suffering from possible side effects of the herbicide Agent Orange.
As background, Cungress passed legislation in 1981 (PL 97-72) to provide military medical
treatment to veterans for diseases linked to the U S military's use of herbicides during the Vietnam
War. The legislation presumed any veteran who served in Vietnam had been exposed, and charged
the Veterans' Affairs Department (VA) with developing guidelines to determine what disabilities might
have been caused by exposure.
In 1991, Congress passed legislation (PL 102-4) which established a process for.the National
Academy of Sciences (NAS) to conduct a comprehensive review of scientific and medical literature
to assess the linkage between exposure to the defoliant and various ailments.
Then in 1993, the House passed H R 3313, which dealt primarily with women veterans, and
which instituted the new criteria provided by the NAS to serve as the basis for determining whether
treatment would be prOVIded. This failed to be enacted, however, and instead Congress opted to
extend benefits through June 30, 1995, based on the longstanding criteria for providing treatment as
contained in Public Law 103-452. Under that standard, the burden was on the VA to provide that a
veteran's illness was caused by something other than exposure to Agent Orange in order to justify
denying treatment.
The legislation we've just adopted to extend veterans' benefits authorizes hospital, nursing
home, and outpatient care through 31 December 1997, for veterans who were exposed to herbicides
during the VietrIarn War and based on the following three categories of diseases identified by the
National Academy of Sciences:

* diseases with sufficient evidence of an association with herbicide exposure;
* diseases

with limited or suggested evidence of an association with herbicide exposure; and

* diseases with inadequate or insufficient evidence to determine whether an association
exists with herbicide exposure.
The bill also "grandfathers" veterans who have already received treatment for diseases -- for
which the NAS has found no evidence of an association with herbicide exposure -- and allows them
to continue receiving care.
- - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2 0 5 1 5 - - - - - -

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _

The measure provides the VA with the opportunity to add to the list of covered conditions,
based on research publish!'d within 20 months of the most recent NAS Agent Orange report.
Finally, the bill permanently extends eligibility for care to veterans who have been exposed to
radiation, and have contracted any of a long list of cancers presumed to be caused by exposure, or any
disease for which the VA determines there is credible evidence of an association with exposure.
Veterans exposed to either herbicides or radiation would be provided priority treatment under the bill.
The legislation now goes to the Senate.

#

#

#

AN HISTORIC DAY -- PASSING THE FLAG AMENDMENT. In 1989, the Supreme Court (in
Texas v Johnson) struck down a Texas law prohibiting desecration of the U S flag as an infringement
upon an individual's right of free speech and expression under the First Amendment of the U S
Constitution. As a result of this decision, it was clear that a 1967 federal flag statute was also
unconstitutional, because the federal law made it a crime to knowingly "cast contempt" upon any flag
of the United States by publicly mutilating, defacing, defiling, burning, or tramping upon it.
In response to the decision, Congress in 1989 passed the Flag Protection Act, which revised
the flag statute deleting any reference to the individual's intent in mutilating the flag. However, in
1990, in U S v Eichman, the Supreme Court ruled that the statute was unconstitutional as it
"suppresses expression out of concern for its communicative impact." That same year, both the House
and the Senate considered a constitutional amendment permitting Congress and the states to ban flag
desecration. The measure, however, failed to achieve the necessary two-thirds majority in each of the
two houses.
Since then, 49 states have passed resolutions calling on Congress to pass an amendment to
protect the flag of the United States from physical desecration. Here in the House we have just
passed a resolution which would protect the flag. It reads: the Congress and the States shall
have the power to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of the United States. If also
adopted by a two-thirds majority in the Senate the resolution then goes to the states for ratification by
state legislatures. It must be ratified by three-fourths (38) of the state legislatures in order to amend
the constitution.
That we have done this just prior to July 4th is truly fitting. It is on this day each year that
we celebrate our nation's freedom, independence and democracy. It is that freedom, independence
and democracy which our flag symbolizes. The adoption of this resolution by the House will indeed
make this a very special Fourth of July.
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VISITORS. Delia Perez, of Edcouch; Ken, Jerry and Martha Everhard, Juan Olivarez, the Palmer
family (Jay, Martha, Greg, and Priscilla), the Powell family (Rick, Marianne, Jason, and Jeniffer),
and Mick West, all of McAllen; The Cornerstone Singers of the Rio Grande Children's Home in
Mission; Melissa Franco, of Sinton; and Trinidad Cardenas, Jr, of Weslaco.
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